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Fast track drugs clinic opens

By Tim Clarke

08apro4

A PIONEERING drug research centre that will be the first of its kind in
Australia to attempt to fast track treatments for diseases including cancer and
AIDS has opened in Perth.

The new $500,000 drug discovery and biotechnology facility at Murdoch
University, to be run by Epichem, has assembled the largest group of
specialised chemists in the country to work on the treatments.

The specialised facilities will allow for rapid purification of multiple drug
compounds, meaning drugs can be created and tested at previously
unachievable rates.

In some cases, the centre will be able to produce the same number of new
drug compounds in a month that other laboratories produce in a year.

Opened by State Development Minister Clive Brown today, the facility is
already attracting the attention of some of the world's biggest pharmaceutical
companies.

"This speed and
accuracy will make
Epichem extremely
attractive to large
international
pharmaceutical
companies wishing to
fast-track their own drug
discovery programs,
meaning huge export
opportunities for WA,"
said Dr Wayne Best,
Epichem's managing
director.
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Mr Brown also
highlighted the global

Page 1 of 3

SEARC

Archiv
Newste:
newspa
with mc
papers .
need to
search.

BUY A

Pick a p
extensi
Newsph
Keywor:

o

CARSC

Buy or ¢
find spa
read the
motorin
Carsgui

Career(

Industi
Accour
Admin
Advert
Agricul
Archite

Locatio
NSW-¢
NSW-(
NSW-N
NSW-V

Go
[

@

REAL E

reale

Find a
anywhe

Suburb

.

State:

13/04/2004



The Advertiser: Fast track drugs clinic opens [08apr04] Page 2 of 3

Motoring  marketing possibilities

Find a Holiday .
"WA is already home to

a broad range of disease
Place an ad  research, targeting
Advertise with us ~ Alzheimer's disease,
The Advertiser ~ cancer, diabetes,
Sunday Mail ~malaria and other
parasitic diseases," he

SERVICES X
o said. CLICK & SAVE
Home delivery
About us  Global markets for this
Contact us  kind of research are
; expected to more than Canditions apply. Price includes GST and
E I N ! Hons appl e includes GST a =
mall Newsagents  45uple over the next five Delivery. Price valid to 30 Apr, 2004, pentium’ i)
Newsagent access years and WA's close
proximity to the South -East Asian region provides an excellent opportunity for
Terms & Epichem."
Conditions
Epichem, which is owned by Perth-based Echo Technologies, has also
reached an agreement to collaborate with the University's Parasitology
_ _ Research Group to develop treatments for currently incurable parasitic
Advertise with us | diseases, including African Sleeping Sickness.
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HAVE YOUR SAY

We welcome your comments on this story. Comments are submitted for
possible publication on the condition that they may be edited. Please
provide your full name and suburb/location. We also require a working e -
mail address — not for publication, but for verification. The telephone field

is optional.
Fill in the form below and click on the submit button.

Full name: Location:

E-mail address: Telephone (optional):

Your comment:
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